REPORT ON VISIT 2Switch,   a Social Enterprise Company at Doesburg
Overview:
The Partners of “Qualifying on the Spot” were invited by Rijn IJssel to visit their project at Doesburg in order to learn more about the social enterprise project.  The partners and participants in the QUOTS project, from Finland, Spain, UK and Netherlands traveled by mini-bus to Doesburg  and were treated to  refreshments and pastries. 
The Enterprise, one out of a chain of 11 shops,  is housed in very extensive premises and the objective is to collect “unwanted” goods, to recycle and prepare them for re-sale to the general public who visit the premises and make their choices.  The range of goods is quite extensive – from furniture, electrical goods, china, porcelain, clothing etc.  It was interesting to compare this Enterprise to the various high-street charity shops we have in the United Kingdom which all raise thousands, if not millions of pounds for worthy causes.

The trainer Miriam Beunk responsible for the delivery of the strategy explained in great detail the aims and objectives of the project; how it met its social responsibility charter by developing and employing people who were disenfranchised by social , economic or educational background.  We were particularly impressed by being introduced to a young lady who had been helped by the Enterprise to achieve not only the basic training and award but by also progressing to the next level of ability.  She talked knowledgeably about her position before and after the training and confirmed that she was now in a much better position both in terms of confidence and self-esteem.  She certainly seemed self-assured and we were all most impressed.
We had sufficient time and availability to look at the various sections of goods and to make purchases.  

We felt that we had witnessed something quite unique and most definitely a blueprint for further development within (what is known in the United Kingdom) as Third Sector Development (i.e. charities, trusts, not-for-profit enterprises).  

Once again, many thanks to Henry and to Joke for the arrangements and allowing us to participate in such an interesting and informative visit.
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